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general that the French as distinct from other Christians were
simply agnostics who cared very little for either Christianity
or Islam.

Similarly the Egyptians were puzzled about the relations of
Bonaparte with Turkey and the Sultan. f*or he began by say-
ing that France was an old friend of the Sultan and that the
French had come to Egypt to punish the Mamelukes for their
disobedience to him. But this tone was soon changed into one
of open hostility when Turkey joined England and Russia
against France, soon after the entry of the French into Egypt.
The Egyptians, who at heart hated both Mamelukes and Turks
as much as they did the French if not more, soon began to
nourish a feeling of sympathy towards their brethren in Islam,
and when the opportune moment came they made no secret
ofjtheir sentiments.

But there were other things which puzzled the Egyptians
and captivated their interest. They were thrilled by the
demonstration of scientific experiments in the laboratories of
Tlnstitut d'Egypte domiciled in one of the Mameluke houses
in the centre of the city, by the printing-press, the first of its
kind in the country, by the military hospitals, by the cafes, the
casino and the theatre; and by the new industries which the
French started for producing gunpowder, shipbuilding, wool-
lens, machinery, and a score of other things which the French
needed in their new abode.

All this awoke the puzzled attention of the Egyptians and
opened their eyes to a new world moved by new ideas and
swayed by science, force and organisation. But in spite of the
novel attractions that Napoleon placed before them they
secretly nourished a strong feeling of resentment against the
French. Their attitude even became openly defiant when they
heard that Turkey and her friends were coming to their rescue.
The news also spread that on August i, shortly after the French
victory at Embaba, Nelson had pounced on the French fleet
exposed at Abu Kir, caught the French napping, and destroyed
the fleet that had carried Napoleon to Malta and Egypt. The
French were thus left without any means of communication
with their mother country. It lookecl as if they were trapped
in Egypt as prisoners.
When it was known that the Sultan had sided with England